HISTORY  OF  THE  NEW WOULD-
Others say that some vessels went from Majorca to con-
quer these islands, and did not at all succeed.    And some
assert that, in 1393, the Sevilleans and Biscayans fitted seve-
ral ships with horses, men, and ammunition for this enter-
prise ; that, arriving at Lanzarotte, they landed in a good
state for fighting; nor did they find the inhabitants unpre-
pared.    They fought for a long time with manly courage on
both sides ; the Spaniards proved the conquerors : they left
some of their enemies dead and dying, made a few prisoners,
and with various spoils returned to Spain.    Again, others
say that the first man who began the conquest of those
islands was a Frenchman, named Vetancurt (John de Betan-
coiirf),who, selling his own castle, fitted out an armament fit for
such an enterprise.  On his arrival at the said islands, perhaps
at the Great Canaria, its inhabitants, seeing a strange people
land, immediately warned Baianor, the chief of the island.
He, on hearing this alarming news, without delay collected
all the men he could, and descending from the hills met the
enemy, and they fought*    The French at first, from the rage
and ferocity of the natives, suffered severely ; but pressing
on with their cavalry, soon put them to flight    Baianor,
seeing that he had the worst of it, now sent to the French
captain to beg for peace, and obtained it with ease.    Vetan-
curt then, with the consent of that chieftain,, had a fortress
built of large bricks, and left fifty soldiers to garrison it.
Embarking the remainder of his men he coasted along to
Talma, which island with little trouble he also subjugated;
and similar success attended him at Gomera.   Having sub-
dued these three islands, he sold them for a large sum of
money to the Count de Nebia, a Spaniard; who then con-
quered the rest.    And thus it is that those islands have long
been subject to the crown of Spain.
Now, as to tho manner of living of those people, and of
the fertility of their land, I will relate what I have seen and
lieurd, as 1 before promised. In the first place, the largest